
Disclosure Legal Requirement

Requiring Remediation and/or Education

Bed Bugs Cal. Civ. Code § 1954.603

Methamphetamine
Contamination

Cal. Health & Safety Code §
25400.28

Mold
Cal. Health & Safety Code §

26147; Cal. Health & Safety Code
§ 26148

Lead-Based Paint EPA Title X, Section 1018  

Requiring Written Notice

Carcinogenic
Material California Proposition 65

Death in Rental Unit
in Past 3 Years Cal. Civ. Code § 1710.2

Demolition Permit Cal. Civ. Code § 1940.6

Flood Hazard Zone Gov. Code § 8589.45

Military Base or
Explosives Cal. Civ. Code § 1940.7

No Smoking Policy Cal. Civ. Code § 1947.5

Periodic Pest
Control Treatment

Cal. Civ. Code § 1940.8; Cal. Bus.
& Prof. Code § 8538

Sexual Offender
Database

Megan’s Law, Cal. Civ. Code §
2079.10a

Requiring Notice and Additional Responsibilities

Condominium
Conversion Gov. Code § 66459

Shared Utilities
Civ. Code § 1940.9; Pub. Util.

Code § 739.5; Civ. Code §
1954.201, 1954.204, and 1954.216

Not Legally Required - Strongly Recommended

Asbestos
Strongly recommended in

buildings built before 1981, but not
mandated.

Tobacco Smoke Residue is Left Out
Other environmental residential hazards are legally
required or strongly encouraged to be disclosed, such
as lead, asbestos, mold, and carcinogenic materials
listed in Proposition 65. 
While tobacco smoke residue is harmful to human health
and is known to contain over 25 chemicals listed in
Proposition 65, the presence of tobacco smoke residue
and the smoking or vaping history of a rental unit is not
currently a required disclosure in lease agreements. 
Current required disclosures in lease agreements fail to
warn renters about toxic tobacco smoke residue.

Required Landlord Disclosures Leave California
Renters Unprotected and Uninformed About
Toxic Tobacco Smoke Residue
Background

Smoking indoors leads to the buildup of
tobacco smoke residue, a toxic chemical
residue that lingers in building materials and on
surfaces for years after smoking has stopped. 

Current as of August 2025
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CA Landlord Disclosures
In California, landlords are legally required to disclose many
different aspects of the property that could affect a future
tenant, including environmental residential hazards. The
required disclosures in any neighborhood are a combination
of federal, state, and local requirements.

See the chart for common landlord disclosures.1 
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The presence of certain hazards requires the landlord to
remediate the hazard before renting the unit (e.g., bedbugs,
methamphetamine contamination) or provide education to
the prospective renter (e.g., lead-based paint) in addition to
providing a written notice to prospective tenants. 

There is currently no legal requirement
for landlords to disclose the smoking
or vaping history of a unit or the
presence of tobacco smoke residue.

A 2021 survey of 1,800 California residents
showed that 96% of Californians want to
know if there is tobacco smoke residue in a
home they are buying or renting. 

96%

NOTICE
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