
Many hazards, including lead, mold, and Prop 65 carcinogens, are required to be disclosed in
California lease agreements but tobacco smoke residue is not required to be disclosed.

Tobacco smoke residue, or “thirdhand smoke,” is the toxic chemical residue
left behind long after smoking stops. Over 25 CA Proposition 65 chemicals,
known to cause cancer or reproductive harm, have been identified in
thirdhand smoke.

policyCTE.sdsu.edu

Published August 2025. Funded by the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #T33PC6863 and #T32PT6244.

3

CA Renters & Landlords Agree:
Thirdhand Smoke Should Be
Disclosed in Lease Agreements

“I should be told if there is toxic
tobacco smoke residue in an
apartment or condo I am
considering renting.”

“Landlords should be required
to disclose to potential renters
if a smoker has lived in the
rental unit.”

“Tobacco smoke residue
contains dangerous chemicals.”

“I would not rent an apartment or condo
if I knew the previous tenant smoked.”

53%
of California
residents AGREE
they would not. 

86%
of California
residents
AGREE it does. 

of California
renters AGREE. 

of California
landlords AGREE. 
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